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BIC SESSIONS

Sunday 1330 – 1500
PPID Open Forum

ROOM C2.3, CONVENTION CENTRE, LEVEL 2

Sunday 1730 – 1900
Opening ceremony

International Convention Centre Sydney (ICC Sydney)

Sunday 1945 – 2245
Welcome party 

Luna Park

Sponsored by

24, rue Salomon de Rothschild - 92288 Suresnes - FRANCE
Tél. : +33 (0)1 57 32 87 00 / Fax : +33 (0)1 57 32 87 87
Web : www.carrenoir.com

BERSAY Associes
BER_10_3955_Logo_Quadri
20/12/2010

ÉQUIVALENCE QUADRI

CYAN 100% - MAGENTA 80%
JAUNE 0% - NOIR 75%

Ce fichier est un document d’exécution créé sur
Illustrator version 10 ou ultérieure).

Monday 1100 – 1230
BIC Bar Leaders’ Forum

This is an opportunity for Member Organisation Representatives 
(MORs) to be updated on the status of ongoing projects in which the 
IBA is involved and specifically those that touch on sensitive areas 
for bar associations. It will also allow MORs to find out what work is 
being planned – and to propose subject matters and programmes for 
future activities within our dynamic BIC.

ROOM C3.5, CONVENTION CENTRE, LEVEL 3

Bar Executive Committee sessions

Monday 1430 – 1730
Constitutions in flux: what is the bar 
association’s role?
Presented by the Bar Issues Commission

Constitutional law was once a sleepy backwater, but popular 
movements, globalisation and increasing recognition of national 
and ethnic identity are finding expression in calls for constitutional 
change across the globe. As a result, constitutional law is now a very 
popular topic. Constitutional issues, such as the independence of 
regions or national groupings from larger states; popular movements 
and referendums; and revision of written constitutions to promote 
democratic values or undermine them, are the topics of debate the 
world over.

This session brings together constitutionalists, bar leaders and lawyers 
from around the world who have made public law key to their 
practices, to discuss what bar associations can do to uphold the rule 
of law, maintain proper constitutional values and contribute to the 
promotion of freedom and security.

ROOM C4.6, CONVENTION CENTRE, LEVEL 4

Tuesday 0930 – 1230
Drivers of change: trade agreements, technology 
and the future of trading legal services cross 
border
Presented by the BIC International Trade in Legal Services 
Subcommittee, Alternative and New Law Business Structures 
Committee and BIC Regulation Subcommittee

This session will look at the role that technology is playing in 
reshaping the potential for legal services to be traded across borders. 
The potential has long existed for legal services to be disaggregated 
and outsourced, but online tools are now increasingly targeting 
consumer markets for legal services. As with many other service 
sectors, lawyers are thus becoming dependent on relative freedom of 
data flows and vulnerable to costs associated with requirements to 
localise the storage of data. At the same time, data protection laws, 
e-commerce and distance-selling regulations are expanding unevenly,
leaving some jurisdictions heavily regulated and some unregulated for
non-resident lawyers. But, in neither case has the interaction of trade
and regulation of legal services been explicitly considered. So how,
if at all, do trade agreements deal with these issues? And what role
should they play in the future?

ROOM C3.5, CONVENTION CENTRE, LEVEL 3



2

BIC SESSIONS

Tuesday 0930 – 1230
Legal aid and best practice: guidance for all 
jurisdictions
Presented by the Bar Issues Commission, the Access to Justice and 
Legal Aid Committee, the Forum for Barristers and Advocates and the 
Judges’ Forum

The Bar Issues Commission and the Access to Justice and Legal Aid 
Committee are collaborating on developing guidance on what works 
in creating a good legal aid system. 

The first step of the process was the very successful Legal Aid 
Roundtable in conjunction with the Bar Leaders Conference in 
Belfast, at which many bar leaders observed the high-quality 
discussion of many of the world’s leading legal aid experts. Member 
organisations and other IBA constituents will have received the 
consultation document, which takes into consideration the findings 
of the legal aid roundtable. 

This session will provide an opportunity to discuss early responses 
to the consultation document and for the audience to give their 
thoughts. There will be short presentations on the most important 
proposed guidelines, followed by audience observations.

ROOM C4.7, CONVENTION CENTRE, LEVEL 4

Tuesday 1430 – 1730
Fear of flying in Asia: a review of the fly in and 
fly out (FiFo) environment in Asia and a global 
update – should ‘local lawyers’ be afraid of 
temporary ‘foreign lawyers’?
Presented by the Anti-Money Laundering and Sanctions Expert 
Working Group and the BIC International Trade in Legal Services 
Subcommittee

As lawyers, we often ‘fly in and fly out’ (FiFo) of countries without 
a care, but are we breaching regulatory and/or immigration rules 
or creating tax liabilities in doing so? In a post-Trump, post-Brexit 
world, the ability of lawyers to cross borders on a temporary basis has 
become even less certain. The capacity of governments to negotiate, 
let alone implement, trade agreements that clarify the position of 
cross-border professional services providers has become increasingly 
limited. Nonetheless, the Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA), 
as well as various other regional initiatives such as the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership, remain on the negotiating 
table. Our session will include a contribution from the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Australia, which is chairing the legal 
services chapter of the TiSA negotiations.

The world is getting less and less FiFo-friendly while, in parallel, 
lawyers are becoming even more international. Should the IBA 
publish some ‘good practice options’ for trade negotiators and 
regulators to move this debate forward in a way that assists 
international practice while respecting local regulation and helping 
the local legal environment to develop? How do we ensure the legal 
profession can be international?

ROOM C2.1, CONVENTION CENTRE, LEVEL 2

Wednesday 0930 – 1230
Some like it hot: the art of mediating disputes 
between law firms, lawyers and staff
Presented by the Mediation Committee, the Bar Issues Commission, 
the Forum for Barristers and Advocates and the Senior Lawyers’ 
Committee

Nothing damages the legal profession more than when lawyers wash 
their dirty linen in public or, worse still, cause their clients unnecessary 
anxiety, expense and delay solely as a result of personal issues arising 
with the opposing counsel. Sometimes, disputes even lead to the 
eruption of altercations and physical confrontations between lawyers. 

Be it conflicts arising as a result of transfers between law firms, fee-
sharing disputes between partners, interpersonal conflicts between 
lawyers, conflicts between attorneys and secretaries or among staff 
members, how to cope with high-conflict office colleagues or just 
handling difficult conversations, this session explores best practice 
conflict resolution techniques in the legal arena. Leading mediators, 
negotiators and professional executive coaches specialising in dispute 
resolution will offer tips and tricks of the trade to help professionals 
break deadlock, facilitate understanding and help lawyers and law 
firms resolve disputes effectively and efficiently in and out of court 
using arbitration, mediation or best practice within the firm. This is 
your time to hone your skills before a conflict gets too hot to handle.

ROOM C4.1, CONVENTION CENTRE, LEVEL 4

Wednesday 1430 – 1730
BIC Showcase: the balance between migration, 
international security, rule of law and terrorism 
– what can bar associations do to facilitate this
conversation?
Presented by the Bar Issues Commission

There are numerous experts who say that both the United States 
presidential election and the United Kingdom Brexit referendum 
were decided on the question of migration. There are also important 
elections (France, Germany, etc) in which the same topic is in focus. 
What role could and should bar associations play to help society 
distinguish between fact and myth? Can bar associations ignore 
the security concerns of citizens based on the traditional defence of 
human rights? How can bar associations help to find the balance in 
public dialogue? The panellists will discuss their own experiences and 
try, together with the audience, to offer some advice for future public 
discussions.

ROOM C3.3, CONVENTION CENTRE, LEVEL 3

Thursday 0930 – 1230
What does the future hold for regulation of the 
profession? Trends and challenges
Presented by the BIC Regulation Subcommittee

United States President John F Kennedy said that ‘change is the law 
of life. And those who look only to the past or present are certain to 
miss the future’. Change has certainly become the law of life for the 
global legal profession, and the pace shows no sign of slowing. 
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International regulatory experts will engage attendees in a 
conversation about these changes, and what they mean for the 
future of the regulation of the profession and the delivery of legal 
services. First, the discussion will focus on newer lawyer regulatory 
mechanisms being adopted globally, including forms of proactive 
management-based regulation and entity regulation. These forms of 
regulation are shown to help lawyers and firms better serve clients 
and avoid disciplinary problems. The second half of this session will 
address the proliferation of additional providers of legal services 
(whether individuals or e-commerce platforms), whether they should 
be regulated in the public interest and, if so, how? Each of these 
developments poses opportunities and challenges for the global legal 
profession and the public.

ROOM C3.2, CONVENTION CENTRE, LEVEL 3

Thursday 1430 – 1730
Duties of confidentiality and the Panama Papers
Presented by the Professional Ethics Committee, the Alternative 
and New Law Business Structures Committee, the Anti-Corruption 
Committee, the Closely Held and Growing Business Enterprises 
Committee and the Bar Issues Commission

Lawyers in virtually all jurisdictions have duties of confidentiality 
regarding their clients and their clients’ affairs. In the past, 
‘hacking’ of lawyers’ data banks has disclosed such information 
in unauthorised circumstances. One example is the unauthorised 
disclosure from an internal source of the information from a Panama-
based law firm. In addition, many other leading international firms 
have been hacked externally and many firms have implemented 
additional security measures to restrain or limit hacking. 

This panel will consider some of the ethical considerations relating to 
these matters. The questions relating to privacy and security of data 
and information are important to law firms. The IBA and Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) are carefully 
considering similar issues. The discussion of the panellists is not to be 
construed as any indication of the current or future thoughts of the 
IBA and/or OECD with respect to these matters. 

ROOM C3.5, CONVENTION CENTRE, LEVEL 3

Thursday 1430 – 1815
IBA Council meeting

The IBA Council is the governing body of the IBA, having general 
control of the affairs of the Association and passing, as required, 
resolutions and guidelines for members and the legal profession 
worldwide. Those entitled to attend are IBA officers, division officers, 
Honorary Life Members of the Council, Member Organisation 
Representatives, appointed Deputy Secretary-Generals and any co-
opted members.

Sign in from 1430. 

GRAND BALLROOM, CONVENTION CENTRE, LEVEL 5

Thursday 1900 – 2230
Bar Issues Commission dinner

Fix Wine Bar + Restaurant, 111 Elizabeth Street, 
Sydney NSW 2000

Price: £73.64 (exclusive GST) / £81.00 (inclusive GST)

Closing party

The Argyle, 18 Argyle Street, 
The Rocks NSW 2000

Price: £120 (exclusive GST) / £132 (inclusive GST)

The farewell party will take place in one of Australia’s oldest buildings 
and ultimate Sydney venue, the Argyle. Situated in The Rocks 
area close to the Harbour, this building has a rich history with an 
interesting modern twist. Housed in the 1820s Argyle Stores building, 
it retains much of its original heritage-listed structure and provides 
a unique contrast to modern Sydney. Beautiful indoor spaces, an 
outdoor courtyard and some intimate nooks, together with great 
entertainment, should provide the perfect environment to end the 
conference in true Sydney style. 

Return transport from the official IBA hotels will be provided. Please 
check the timetable located in your hotel for the exact pick-up time.

All programme information is correct at time of print. 

To find out more about the conference venue, sessions and social programme, 
and to register, visit www.ibanet.org/Conferences/Sydney2017.aspx.

Further information on accommodation and excursions during the conference 
week can also be found at the above address.

Accommodation and Excursions

OFFICIAL CORPORATE SUPPORTER

Follow us
@IBAevents #IBASydney

Preliminary Programme

OFFICIAL CORPORATE SUPPORTER

Follow us
@IBAevents #IBASydney

CONTACT
If you have any queries about the Bar Issues Commission, please contact Becca Verhagen, Head of BIC, at the IBA office in London 

(becca.verhagen@int-bar.org).

On the web www.ibanet.org/barassociations/bar_issues_commission.aspx
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